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Gifts
Anne Byrnes
Across the bay
lies a white
sickle of beach
where footprints stretch
like stitches by inlets
stained purple,
by shallows, peacock-green.
And where the sea
sprays salt spume,
a green wedge
of cliff
has tucked my cottage,
sun-bleached and bent,
snug above
the creaming
of the sea.
Far from the land's rim
floats
a new moon
like a silvery eyelash,
its pale reflection
seen in sapphire streams
and shallow tide-pools
mirroring
Nature's Gifts:
the color of the sky
and her eternal movement
like the rhythm of my being:
the breathing of the sea.
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